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inciting, or encouraging the late revolution on the Isthmus
of Panama, and that save from the reports of our military
and naval officers, given above, no one connected with this
Government had any previous knowledge of the revolution
except such as was accessible to any person of ordinary
intelligence who read the newspapers and kept up a current
acquaintance with public affairs."

Between the writing of the two messages to Congress the
President, in several private letters, set forth his convic-
tions in regard to the course he had pursued. "Writing to
Charles S. Osborn, of Michigan, on December 9, 1903, he
said:

" Just at the moment I am more concerned about Panama
than anything else. Of course, to me, the situation is sim-
ple. In its essence it is exactly as if a road agent had tried
to hold up a man, and the man was quick enough to take his
gun away. Under such circumstances I would regard it
as the wildest sentimental folly for outsiders to claim that
the road agent did not intend to shoot, and that it was his
gun and ought to be given back to him. By every consider-
ation of equity, and of legitimate national and international
interest, what we have done was right. And it will be a
lamentable thing if a twisted party feeling should join with
mere hysteria to prevent at this time the fulfilling of what
has been accomplished."

To the Eev. Dr. David D. Thompson, editor of The North-
western Christian Advocate, he entered upon a more elab-
orate justification of his conduct, on December 22, 1903:

"You of course remember that during the Civil War the
leaders of the Confederates in the South, and their allies
both in England and in the North, insisted that the move-
ment for the independence of the slave States against the
Union was identical with the movement for the indepen-
dence of the original thirteen States as against Great
Britain, and that Jefferson Davis stood exactly as George
Washington did. It is difficult to believe now that such